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India Association of Minnesota is a non-profit corporation registered in the State  

of Minnesota for the educational, cultural and charitable purposes. It is operated  

by the volunteers from the community. 

 

The last 5 months passed so fast. India Associa-

tion successfully conducted the ñConnect Indiaò 

event. We had more than 200 people attend, in-

cluding community leaders, politicians, and busi-

ness and government leaders. In addition, we had 

several candidates from the Governorôs race join 

us at the event. 

 

Our Haiti relief fund campaign raised $500 and 

IAM matched the same amount. The donation 

was sent to UNICEF. I am sure we could have 

done better than this; however, every small dona-

tion is better than none. 

 

IAM represented India at the Festival of Nations 

event from April 28 through May 2nd.  This yearôs 

exhibit theme was ñFolklore, Legends & Heroesò. 

Thank you for great leadership by Nithya  Guru-

murthy, Nagraj Gurumurthy, Ravi Sura, and Raj 

Menon. 

 

The Indian Ambassador to the United States, Her 

Excellency Ms. Meera Shankar, visited Twin 

cities on May 18th and 19th. IAM, in collaboration 

with the U of M, the International Center, TiE 

and the ICC, organized a free lecture on "US - 

India Knowledge Partnership: Emerging Op-

portunities". The event was a great success. 

 

The ñMeet the Candidateò event is scheduled on 

June 13th from 2 - 5 PM at Oak Grove Middle 

School, Bloomington. IAM will bring together 

candidates from all political affiliations to a mod-

erated panel discussion. This event provides our 

community with an opportunity to learn more 

about the candidates and understand their solu-

tions to major issues facing our state such as defi-

cit, education, unemployment, economy, and 

other issues affecting us daily. 

 

IAM continues its initiative to partner with sister 

regional and non-profit organizations to fulfill its 

mission. We are continuously looking for great 

volunteers and dedicated board members. If you 

are interested in being on the IAM board or 

would like to volunteer for an event, please email 

me at president@iamn.org. 

 

 

My best 

PG Narayanan 

President 

India Association of Minnesota 

 

 

 

Upcoming Community Events 
 

Fri Jun 11 - Sun Jun 13, 2010 

Camp Masala 
To participate: Contact Maureen Brick 

Maureen@campmasala.org 

 

Fri Jun 13, 2010 2 - 5 pm  

Meet-the-Candidates (for Governor) 
To participate: Contact, PG Narayanan  

President, India Association of Minnesota 

952-393-3100, president@iamn.org 

 

Sun Aug 15, 2010 

IndiaFest 2010 

To Advertise / Volunteer / Participate: Contact 

Vineet 510-703-8185 vineet.cal@gmail.com or 

Hari 612-889-3324 hari.pallempati@gmail.com 

 

Sun Oct 3, 2010 

Twin Cities Marathon, ñYUWAò 

To participate: Contact Tim Deming  

612-396-5000, deming.tim@gmail.com 

 

Visit the Community Calendar at www.iamn.org 

Note from the President 
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CONNECT  INDIA  

Presented by... 

Thank you for your participation in Connect India 2010.  

Four months of planning culminated in a highly successful 

event from 5-9:30 pm on March 13th at Doubletree Hotel in 

St Louis Park.  Each year, we continue to draw larger atten-

dance at this event and this year was no exception.  We 

exceeded the desired mark of 200 attendees and had partici-

pation from several high-profile dignitaries. 

 

Each year, IAM Board Members continue to focus on ques-

tioning and refreshing everything IAM does, including the 

events.  This year IAMôs óAnnual Dinnerô was christened 

óConnect Indiaô truly representing the purpose of the event.  

In previous years, the highlight of the event was the key-

note speaker address.  This year, the board evaluated and 

successfully executed a panel discussion allowing perspec-

tives from four different walks of life to be heard and de-

bated.  Finally, as the mission of IAM has evolved over the 

years from óConnecting Indians in Minnesotaô to 

óConnecting Minnesota and Indiaô, the tagline of IAM was 

changed to reflect this. All in all, these branding changes 

were positively received by you, as attested by the over-

whelmingly positive response in terms of the increased at-

tendance and direct feedback we received. 

 

The panel during Connect India was focused on the theme 

ñFuture of Indo-US Relationsò and the discussion leaders 

included Sam Prabhakar (Corporate/IBM), Dipankar Muk-

herjee (Arts/Pangea World Theatre), Dan McElroy 

(Politics/MN DEED), Akshay Rao (Academia/U of M).  

This expert panel discussion was moderated by Shivanthi 

Sathanandan, an ex-Board Member of IAM.  These five 

kept the discussion lively and the audience highly engaged 

through the end of the program. 

 

Connect India program included three graceful Bharata 

Natyam dances performed by Ragamala students.  SILC 

was a Silver Sponsor for the event. One table each was 

taken up by members of the India Chamber of Commerce 

and 3M.  IAMôs 2010 President, PG Narayanan, recognized 

the 2009 President, Raj Menon, who has been part of the 

board for the last 4 years.  Raj has also been the President 

of the School of India for Languages and Culture and con-

tinues to be a Board Member of SILC. He is a great leader 

and lives in Burnsville with his wife Lata and two beautiful 

and talented daughters, Aradhana and Aishwarya. 

 

The tradition of presenting the IAM Annual Achievement 

Award was started in 1993. The Achievement Award is 

intended to recognize individuals and organizations for 

achieving excellence in their fields, promoting the interests 

of the Asian-Indian community in Minnesota, and advanc-

ing understanding between the Indian community and the 

community at large. This yearôs IAM Achievement Award 

winner is Sudhansu Misra.  Sudhanshu Misra has signifi-

cant involvement with the Indian, Asian and local commu-

nities at large.  Among other things, he has been active with 

the India Club (which was the precursor to IAM), the Food 

Shelf Program, Asia Pacific Council, SILC, Gita Ashram, 

55 Plus Club and the American Baptist Assembly.  Mr. 

Misra has also been the recipient of the CAPM award. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped pull off this successful 

event: PG Narayanan, Raj Menon, Hari Pallempati, Kusum 

Gosain, Nag Bommareddy, Andy Prashad, Nagraj Guru-

murthy, Mangala Achar, Alisha Rawana, Anjan Mukherjee, 

Ravi Sura, Rahul Bachuwar, Jayant Chakravarty, Lata 

Menon, Indira Narayanan, Seema Namboodiripad, Vineet 

Gupta, Sudhir Nath, Jyotsna Sarkari, Julia Mosby, Di-

pankar Ghosh, Nithya Nagraj and Tanuja Korlepra. 

 

Pictures from this yearôs Connect India event are viewable 

at IAMôs networking sites on Facebook (India Association 

of Minnesota) or Orkut (iamorg).   Links to video snippets 

can be reached via IAMôs website www.iamn.org. 

 

We have received great feedback from our guests. Do 

email us with your suggestions and ideas for next time.  

Your continued support and participation energizes and 

motivates us to do better each time. 

 

To see pictures of the event, visit the IAM Photo Ga;llery 

at www.iamn.org. 

 

 

Regards, 

Shalini Thadani 

Connect India Planning Committee  Lead 
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Connecting Minnesota and India ...since 1973 
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Good discussion, old friends, great food & culture 
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